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THEWHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


Mr. Carl H. Milam, 
Secretary, American Library Association, 


520 North Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago, Ill. 
My dear Mr. Milam: 
In your letter of May 23rd you spoke 
of "my pleasant duty to inform you that the 


American Library Association elected you as an 


Honorary Member", and it is my equally pleasant 


privilege to inform you that I accept with mch 

appreciation« Please accept for the Association 

in your capacity as its Secretary my cordial thanks. 
Yours faithfully, 
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A. L. A. NEWS 


GROWTH OF MEMBERSHIP 
EARLY 500 new members joined 
the A. L. A. during the month of 
May. This figure includes 179 new 
members who joined at the Conference. 
The number of new members for 1929 
on June 1 was 1670, making the total 
membership 11,323. 


AID TO LIBRARIES IN THE SOUTH 

Some time ago officers of the A. L. A. 
called the attention of the trustees of 
the Julius Rosenwald Fund to the need 
for library development in the South. 
At a meeting of the trustees of the 
Fund, held on May 11, $500,000, to be 
used over a period of five years, was 
appropriated for a general library pro- 
gram in the South. The following state- 
ment comes from Edwin R. Embree, 
president of the Julius Rosenwald Fund. 

“At the meeting held on May 11, 
1929, the trustees of the Julius Rosen- 
wald Fund expressed an interest in giv- 
ing aid toward the development of 
county libraries in the South which will 
serve the entire population—rural and 
urban, colored and white. 

“It is expected that a small number of 
counties, well distributed, will be selected 
for the purpose of making demonstra- 
tions. Local authorities will be expected 
to provide adequate buildings. Contri- 
butions from the Fund are to be used 
exclusively to supplement local funds 
available for books and for service.” 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION MEETS 

In the absence of the Secretary, the 
Assistant Secretary of the A. L. A, 
Sarah C. N. Bogle, was in Washington 
on June 7 to represent the A. L. A. at 
a meeting of the Advisory Committee 
on Education appointed by Dr. Ray 


Lyman Wilbur, Secretary of the Inte- 
rior. The Committee was divided into 
three groups or committees. Miss Bogle 
met with committee number one whose 
function was “to consider educational 
activities of the United States govern- 
ment, their present administration and 
the nature of their future organization.” 
A conference committee was formed, 
composed of the chairman and the sec- 
retary of the several committees with 
a designated member from each com- 
mittee. To these were added the General 
Chairman, Dr. Charles R. Mann, and 
the General Secretary, Mr. J. W. Crab- 
tree. A meeting of this conference com- 
mittee will be held later in the year. 


HENRY JAMES CARR 

It was with deepest regret that the 
members of the Association heard of the 
passing of Henry James Carr on May 
20. On account of Mr. Carr’s illness, 
for the first time in many years Mr. and 
Mrs. Carr were unable to attend the an- 
nual conference and messages of sym- 
pathy were sent by friends from Wash- 
ington. 

Mr. Carr served with distinction as 
secretary of the Association in 1898- 
1900 and as president in 1900-1901. His 
name led the Honor Roll of Attendance 
at Conferences, compiled by Mrs. Carr, 
with the record of forty-two attend- 
ances. He was a life member of the 
Association. In his death the Associa- 
tion loses a loyal member and a good 
friend. 


MRS. FREDERICK W. FAXON 

As the Bulletin goes to press word 
comes of the death of Mrs. Frederick 
W. Faxon. A member of the Association 
for twenty-nine years, Mrs. Faxon had 
taken an active interest in its work and 
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had attended twenty conferences. The 
sympathy of the Association is extended 
to Mr. Faxon. 
AN ADVENTURE IN ADULT 
EDUCATION 

A summer library meeting as “an ad- 
venture in adult education” is promised 
for the Fourth Summer Conference to 
be held by the Wisconsin Free Library 
Commission, in a notice received by the 
Board of Education for Librarianship. 
From July 1-13, librarians, trustees and 
assistants will meet in informal confer- 
ence at Madison to consider through 
lectures and discussion the present 
trends in library work. Instead of em- 
phasis being placed on technique and 
routine, as in the usual six weeks’ course 
given by the Commission, it will be 
shifted to the more humanistic side of 
library work. A discussion of service 
for schools, a rural community study, a 
book course and many exhibits assure a 
successful meeting. All librarians are 
invited to attend the conference. 


CERTIFICATION OF LIBRARIANS 
A tentative summary of requirements 
for the certification of librarians for 
1928, arranged by state, is available 
through the Board of Education for 
Librarianship. 
PRE-CONFERENCE ADULT 
EDUCATION INSTITUTE 
An Institute on Adult Education and 
the Library, called by the Board on the 


Library and Adult Education, met on 


May 10 and 11 at the Public Library in 
the District of Columbia. The Institute 
was planned primarily for those who are 
engaged in the work of emphasizing 
adult education in both large and small 
libraries. Sixty-five persons, represent- 
ing thirty-five libraries and institutions, 
attended the meeting. There was no set 
program, but a discussion outline, based 


on a questionnaire sent previously to 
those who had registered for the Insti- 
tute, determined the points to be con- 
sidered. A paper read at the first ses- 
sion by Dr. Douglas Waples, professor 
of educational method in the Graduate 
Library School of the University of 
Chicago caused considerable discussion, 
In the words of Dr. Waples, “the paper 
emphasized the fact that substantial 
progress on the part of any social enter- 
prise depends upon the facts regarding 
the needs of groups to be served; that 
is to say, a library must decide whether 
or not it is to undertake an educational 
program. If it does undertake an edu- 
cational program, it must identify the 
educational needs of the various groups 
represented in its patronage and regard 
these needs as objectives which govern 
the formulation of policies. Moreover, 
it must systematically select books which 
apply to these needs, and must experi- 
ment with methods of removing the 
difficulties which readers meet in at- 
tempting to apply the books to their 
needs independently. Finally, the library 
must define criteria by which to deter- 
mine the extent to which the educational 
needs selected are actually being met by 
the adult education service.” 

The location of the readers’ adviser’s 
office, hours of service, interrelation of 
this department to other departments of 
the library, the keeping of records, 
methods of follow-up and cooperation 
with adult groups throughout the city, 
as well as the problem of book supply, 
were discussed. Judson T. Jennings 
defined the needs of adult education 
development in libraries as follows: 
the recruiting of personnel; further 
opportunity for those engaged in the 
work to meet at institutes of a few 
weeks’ duration to discuss problems; a 























BULLETIN 


study of book needs for this work; a 
means of influencing publishers to pro- 
vide the type of books needed. Mr. 
Jennings emphasized the fact that the 
library program for adult education is 
based on the voluntary effort and in- 
terest of those who seek its services. 

The Friday afternoon session, under 
the chairmanship of Charles H. Comp- 
ton, was based on the general subject, 
“The Technique of Helping Individual 
Readers—Types of Reading Courses.” 
Simplification of books, the advisability 
of an exchange of courses between read- 
ers’ advisers, and readers’ advisers’ tools 
for first purchase were among the topics 
discussed. In this connection, Readable 
books in many subjects by Emma Fel- 
senthal, was called to the attention of the 
group. Methods of cooperation with 
other agencies offering adult education 
opportunities and the adult education 
service of the small library were dis- 
cussed at the Saturday meeting. 


PLEASE NOTE! 

The Board of Education for Libra- 
rianship is collecting statistics concern- 
ing training and apprentice classes, and 
would appreciate receiving the name and 
address of any public library conducting 
such a class which has not received a 
letter on the subject from the Board. 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

Press dispatches bring news that there 
are over one thousand delegates attend- 
ing the first World’s Library and Biblio- 
graphical Congress being held in Rome 
and Venice, as the Bulletin goes to press. 
The official delegates of the A. L. A. 
are Herbert Putnam, Andrew Keogh, 
W. W. Bishop, George Watson Cole, 
E. C. Richardson, C. F. D. Belden, 
Arthur E. Bostwick, James B. Childs, 
Winifred Gregory, Theodore W. Koch, 
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George H. Locke, M. Alice Matthews, 
John T. Vance, Emily Van Dorn Miller 
and Carl H. Milam. These delegates 
are also guests of the Italian govern- 
ment. 

His Holiness, Pius XI, according to 
the press, granted a two-hour audience 
to the delegates to the conference, and 
stopped to talk informally with a num- 
ber of the American delegates. The 
Pontiff, who was formerly librarian or 
prefect of the Ambrosian Library at 
Milan and later of the Vatican Library, 
mentioned with pleasure the Latin let- 
ter of congratulation sent him by a 
group of American librarians on his ele- 
vation to the Pontificate. 


Premier Mussolini, who inaugurated 
the Congress, .welcomed the delegates 
and outlined the program of the con- 
ference briefly. An article on the action 
taken at the conference will be pub- 
lished in a later issue of the Bulletin. 


Immediately after the Congress, John 
T. Vance, chairman of the Committee 
on Library Cooperation with Hispanic 
Peoples, and the Secretary, will go to 
Spain in the hope that some responsible 
agency can be found to take over the 
nine hundred books in the American 
exhibit sent to the Seville Exposition, 
with the understanding that they will 
form the nucleus for an American 
Library in Spain. 

The Executive Board has appointed 
Linda A. Eastman, W. W. Bishop and 
the Secretary to represent the A. L. A. 
at the Conference of the World Asso- 
ciation for Adult Education at Cam- 
bridge, August 22-29, and the Secretary 
to represent the A. L. A. at the Confer- 
ence of the World Federation of Edu- 
cation Associations at Geneva, July 25- 
August 3. 











THE WASHINGTON CONFERENCE 


6 LL day Sunday and Monday 

morning, Washington hotels re- 
sounded to the tread of library feet, as 
conference visitors poured into town by 
automobile, bus and train. Special travel 
parties arranged by the A. L. A. Travel 
Committee brought 
hundreds into the 
city. Conversation 
in hotel lobbies 
turned from the be- 
leaguered farmer to 
books and how to 
use them and why 
and where and 
when. Dignified li- 
brarians are being 
taken, on right and left, for Congress- 
men and Senators. 

“From the sun drenched valleys of 
California to the weather-beaten cliffs 
of Maine, this conference is widely rep- 
resentative of the country. Library 
workers have registered from some 45 
States of the Union, from England, Hol- 
land and three Canadian provinces.” 

Thus did Donald Campbell, the editor 
of the Conference Chronicle, tell of the 
opening of the fifty-first annual confer- 
ence of the American Library Associa- 
tion. A record attendance of over 2800, 
the gracious,charm with which President 
Eastman presided, the perfect weather 
and the efficient local committee, headed 
by Dr. Bowerman, all combined to make 
the meeting most successful. High lights 
of the meeting included the President’s 
address, Judge Stafford’s welcome, Dr. 
Cooper’s address, Dr. Bowker’s tribute 
to Dr. Putnam, Joseph Auslander’s talk 
on “Winged Horse Sense,” the award- 
ing of the Newbery Medal to Eric P. 
Kelly for The trumpeter of Krakow. 





Eric P. Kelly 
Winner of Newbery 
Medal 


Charles Shaw’s solo, H. M. Lydenberg’s 
paper at the joint meeting of the S. L. A. 
and the A. L. A., Leon Whipple’s cen- 
soring of library printing at the Pub- 
licity Round Table, Charles Compton’s 
report on how library assistants live, and 
the last General Session at which 
Everett Dean Martin, Frederick P. 
Keppel and David Lawrence spoke. 
Three meetings of the Executive 
Board were held. It was voted that the 
1930 conference be held in California; 
that the Executive Board is not in favor 
of extending or liberalizing the advertis- 
ing policy of the Booklist; that the 
Board go on record as favoring partici- 
pation of the A. L. A. in a library ex- 
hibit in connection with the Chicago 
Centennial Exposition, and that 4 Com- 
mittee on Library Participation in the 
Exposition, to consider budget, plans and 
suggestions for raising money, be nomi- 
nated. Forrest B. Spaulding accepted 
the chairmanship of the Committee.) 
E. Kathleen Jones, chairman of the 
Committee on Institution Libraries, re- 
ported that she had secured a grant of 
$3000 from the Bureau of Social Hy- 
giene of the Rockefeller Foundation for 
a prison library demonstration in Massa- 
chusetts. The Executive Board voted 
its thanks to the Foundation. The grant 
is to be handled through the A. L. A. 
Treasurer in the customary manner. 
The Board voted that a telegram be 
sent to Sarah C. N. Bogle, assistant 
secretary, extending congratulations on 
her recovery to health, and expressing 
appreciation of her services to library 
affairs and librarians. 
The following projects, which have 
been approved, but are yet to be fin- 
anced, were brought to the attention of 
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the Board: Preliminary investigation of 
extension of cataloging service to Amer- 
ican libraries; hospital library work; 
library work with children ; school libra- 
ries—survey of administration of school 
libraries by school boards and by public 
libraries; school library department at 
A. L. A. Headquarters ; and work with 
the foreign born. 

The Board voted that the Secretary be 
authorized to make disposition of the 
A. L. A. exhibits at Rome and Geneva 
with such advice as he is able to get on 
the spot, with the understanding that 
the exhibits will presumably be returned 
to America unless some very good use 
for them is found elsewhere. 

The Board was informed that funds 
for financing the Paris Library School 
have not been secured, and Miss Par- 
sons, the resident director, has been in- 
structed to bring the School to a digni- 
fied close. There is still a possibility that 
an American university will take over 
the School, as there are two or three 
institutions that would be glad to do so 
if they can find the money. Mr. Milam 
while in Paris is meeting representatives 
of the School Alumni body for a discus- 
sion of the matter. The Alumni are ex- 
ceedingly anxious to continue the School 
and are now raising funds to carry on 
temporarily. 


Mimeographed copies of the minutes 
of the Executive Board meeting may be 
obtained by writing to Headquarters. 

Various important matters came be- 
fore the Editorial Committee at its May 
17 meeting. Definite plans were made 
for the issuing, quarterly, of a Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin. It is expected that 
the first number will be published in 
January, 1930. 

Plans for the publication of further 
volumes in the American Library Pio- 
neers series were discussed. 

The Committee voted to issue a 
pamphlet on the handling of amorphous 
material. 

Authors and subjects of new Reading 
with a Purpose courses were proposed 
and discussed. At the time the Bulletin 
goes to press, two authors have accepted 
the invitation of the Committee to pre- 
pare courses. They are Albert W. At- 
wood, who will write a course on invest- 
ments, and Hanna Astrup Larson, who 
will write a course on Scandinavian lit- 
erature. These courses will probably be 
published in 1930. 

Full proceedings of the conference, 
which will be issued as the August num- 
ber of the Bulletin, will be mailed to in- 
stitutional members and individual mem- 
bers paying dues of #4. 


LOOKING TOWARD ENDOWMENT 


ITH only 350 sustaining member- 

ships (or the equivalent in con- 
tributing memberships) standing be- 
tween the A. L. A. and a grant of a 
million dollars for endowment from the 
Carnegie Corporation of New York, 
efforts are being increased to speed up 
the special membership activities. The 
significance of this 
scarcely be 


movement can 
over-emphasized because 


upon its success hinges the progress of 
practically every A. L. A. project. As 
stated in the recent Secretary’s report, 
the Association will have to accept a cut 
of $20,000 in its appropriations for next 
year and, unless its income can be built 
up before the first of the year to offset 
the cut, some of its most important 
projects will be seriously crippled by 
curtailment of budgets. 
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Before sailing for Rome, President 
Keogh appointed the newly created Spe- 
cial Membership Committee, which was 
recommended at the recent Annual Con- 
ferenct in Washington by the Member- 
ship Committee and approved by the 
Council. Its function will be to secure 
sustaining and contributing members by 
the kind of effort undertaken recently 
by Linda A. Eastman, in Cleveland. 
George B. Utley will act as chairman, 
and those who have accepted appoint- 
ment to the Committee to date are: 
Isabella M. Cooper, Matthew S. Dudg- 
eon, Linda A. Eastman, Franklin F. 
Hopper, Julia Ideson, Judson T. Jen- 
nings, L. Elsa Loeber, J. O. Modisette, 
Orra E. Monnette and Gratia A. Coun- 
tryman. 

The regular Membership Committee 
at its annual luncheon pledged its coop- 
eration in the endowment efforts. 

In reporting her results to the Execu- 
tive Board, Miss Eastman stated that, 
with but one or two exceptions, her 
efforts in behalf of the A. L. A. had all 
been done by correspondence. She car- 
ried this work along with an attempt to 
build a local endowment fund for work 
with the blind and found that the one 
did not interfere with the other and she 
believes many of the people approached 
for A. L.. A. special memberships will 
be more interested in the local library 
for having been asked. 

Several of the new Sustaining Mem- 
bers in Cleveland have signed up for 
five years and two (one in Cleveland 
and one in Chicago) have made an 
initial payment of $500 to cover dues 
for five years in advance. 

Those who have joined since the last 
list was published in the Bulletin are: 
Sustaining Members: A. S. Barnes and 
Company, New York City; Mr. and 
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Mrs. D. S. Blossom, Cleveland; The 
Book House for Children, Chicago; 
Arthur V. Cannon, Cleveland ; The Cen- 
tury Company, New York City; F. E, 
Compton, Chicago; F. E. Compton and 
Company, Chicago; George W. Dixon, 
Chicago; Funk and Wagnalls Company, 
New York City; Homer H. Johnson, 
Cleveland ; Gaylord Brothers, Syracuse; 
Little, Brown and Company, Boston; 
Horace Liveright, Inc., New York City; 
Longmans, Green and Company, New 
York City; A. C. McClurg and Com- 
pany, Chicago; Alexander McKay, 
Philadelphia ; William G. Mather, Cleve- 
land, O.; Oxford University Press, 
New York City; Rand McNally and 
Company, Chicago; John L. Severance, 
Cleveland; Simon and Schuster, Inc., 
New York City; Frederick A. Stokes 
Company, New York City; The Viking 
Press, Inc., New York City; John C. 
Winston Company, Philadelphia; Baker 
and Taylor Company, New York City; 
P. W. Harvey, Cleveland; Alfred A. 
Knopf, Inc., New York City. 

Contributing Members: Linda A. 
Eastman, Cleveland; Arthur M. Fisher, 
Gary; and Reilly and Lee Company, 
Chicago. 

Harry A. Wheeler, Vice-Chairman of 
the First National Bank of Chicago and 
Chairman of the A. L. A. Trustees of 
Endowment Funds, who devised the 
special membership plan to meet the 
terms of the Carnegie Corporation offer, 
has approved a quota list by cities and 
states based roughly on population sta- 
tistics. Chicago, because it is the home 
of the A. L. A. Headquarters, and New 
York City, because of its size and 
wealth, both have quotas of 100 Sustain- 
ing Members. After 200 sustaining 
memberships assigned to Chicago and 
New York are subtracted, there remain 
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only 150 to be secured from all parts of 
the country. This makes the quotas by 
states extremely small, ranging from 
one sustaining membership in Arkansas, 
Maine, Montana and New Hampshire to 
thirty in a state the size of California 
and thirty-three in Michigan which has 
a number of good-sized cities. Cleve- 
land’s quota is fifteen sustaining mem- 
berships and Miss Eastman has already 
secured twelve of this number and three 
contributing memberships. 


In her presidential address at the first 
general session of the A. L. A. Confer- 
ence in Washington, Miss Eastman 
summed up the situation in these words: 


“The way of financing the A. L. A. 
seems to have been made fairly simple, 
if it is acted on in time. We were in- 
formed when the Carnegie gift of the 
million dollar endowment was made, that 
another million will be forth-coming if 
the Association secures one million from 
other sources. Because of their belief 
in the desirability of interesting many 
people in library development, the offi- 
cials of the Corporation are willing to 
credit toward the fund all new member- 
ships, capitalized at twenty to one, and 
the Association now has to its credit 
over a quarter of the needed million. 
Mr. Wheeler, one of our Endowment 
Funds Trustees, has made a plan for 
sustaining members, whose dues are one 
hundred dollars annually, and contribut- 
ing members paying twenty-five dollars 
each year, these amounts to count for 
two thousand dollars and five hundred 
dollars respectively, toward the fund. 


“Now, if only fifteen per cent of our 
members will each get one contributing 
member at twenty-five dollars per year, 
the fund will be assured ; or if only four 
per cent of our number secure each one 


sustaining member, the deed will be 
done! Larger gifts for the endowment 
of any part of the work, would of course 
help even more than sustaining mem- 


berships. 


“I fully realize the counter claims of 
our individual libraries, coming as I do 
from a library which has never until 
very recently had any endowments at all, 
and from a community whose education 
in thinking of the public library as an 
institution requiring endowments, has 
only just begun. I am convinced, how- 
ever, that the A. L. A. appeal will not 
be detrimental to local interests, but will 
rather aid them by emphasizing the im- 
portance of libraries everywhere, and by 
arousing pride in helping the home town 
as well as the national work. I should 
not dare to think of making this appeal 
were | not attempting to do my own 
share. 

“Speaking of national work, it is ap- 
propriate here to note the splendid ex- 
ample Dr. Putnam has set us, in the 
special gifts and endowments which he 
has been securing for our Congressional 
Library. Cannot our combined member- 


ship of eleven thousand do as much for 
the A. L. A.? 


““If you’re talking to a great many 
people you've got to be very Positive’,” 
Christopher Morley says, (with a capital 
P). I hope to be forgiven if I have ap- 
peared to be didactic, but ‘good sense 
demands frankness,’ and I beg of you to 
take my plea seriously, for it seems to 
me that we are at the parting of the 
ways, whence we go either backward or 
forward—and there is need for us to go 
on. Can we not have a vigorous com- 
mittee of volunteers, to help carry Mr. 
Wheeler’s plan to completion? I leave 
the matter in your hands.” 














A. L. A. PUBLICATIONS 


MUDGE’S GUIDE 
More than a thousand copies of 
Mudge’s Guide to reference books, fifth 
edition were ordered in advance of its 
publication. 


FOR TRUSTEES 

Voluntary education through the h- 
brary was published in a large edition 
with the thought that libraries would 
want copies for their trustees. One 
prominent librarian has said that it em- 
bodies “‘the latest and best thought upon 
the function of the library in adult 
education.” 


TEXTBOOKS 

Numerous inquiries are being received 
regarding the publication dates of the 
several textbooks which are now in 
preparation. It is expected that Drury’s 
Selection and acquisition of books and 
Mann’s Classification and cataloging of 
books will appear in final form in No- 
vember. Wyer’s Reference work will in 
all probability be ready by the end of the 
year. Fargo’s The library in the school 
and Power’s Library service for chil- 
dren are expected in the winter or early 
spring of 1930. Textbooks now avail- 
able are Power, Library scrvice for chil- 


FACTS FOR 


RUSTEES from seventeen states 

and from Canada gathered for the 
annual meeting of the Association in 
Washington. The two meetings of the 
Trustees Section, presided over by 
Charles Cassel, of Connersville, Indiana, 
were well attended. Rural library serv- 
ice through county libraries, work with 
children and large library reference 
service were among the subjects dis- 
cussed. An organized effort will be made 
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dren (Mimeographed, $2.25); Lowe, 
Public library administration (Cloth, 
$2) ; Flexner, Circulation work in public 
libraries (Cloth, $2.50). 
THEOLOGICAL SUBJECT 
HEADINGS 

In response to requests from a rather 
large group of libraries the A. L. A. has 
taken over the List of theological sub- 
ject headings by Julia Pettee, librarian 
of the Union Theological Seminary, 
The book is now available at $4. It 
covers about 300 mimeographed pages, 


READING WITH A PURPOSE 

Through March 31 of this year more 
than 570,000 copies of the Reading with 
a Purpose courses had been sold. The 
new price policy which went into effect 
April first is helping small and medium 
sized libraries. They now order a few 
copies each of a number of titles to 
make up a 50 or 100 copy lot and are 
charged at the corresponding quantity 
rate. This brings the price of individual 
booklets down to 13c and llc respec- 
tively. 

The romance of modern exploration, 
by Fitzhugh Green, has just been pub- 
lished and Salesmanship, by John A. 
Stevenson, will be issued on August 1. 


TRUSTEES 


next year to urge more trustees to at- 
tend the California Conference. A com- 
mittee composed of William N. Jan- 
nenga, chairman, Mrs. Frances M. Har- 
mon-Zahn and J. B. Ferguson was ap- 
pointed to work toward this end. 

Officers for 1929-30 are: C. C. 
Ogilvie, chairman; Mrs. Frances M. 
Harmon-Zahn, secretary. 

A full report of the meeting will ap- 
pear in the Proceedings, which will be 
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jssued as the August number of the 

Bulletin. 

EXTENDING THE WALLS OF THE 
CENTRAL LIBRARY 

It is not difficult to convince any think- 
ing person, professional or layman, that 
a public library, situated in the heart of 
a great, growing city cannot afford to 
devote thousands of feet of space to the 
storage of books which are taken from 
the shelves once or twice in a half-dozen 
years. To be sure, one cannot predict 
when some of these volumes may help 
to solve a great problem. These volumes 
must be available for use, but not neces- 
sarily on land valued at, let us say, fifty 
dollars a square foot. The issue is not 
so serious, perhaps, if there is plenty of 
shelving or unused space for shelving 
in the central library. But if an exten- 
sion to the structure, in marble, lime- 
stone or brick, with architecture in har- 
mony with a million dollar plant is re- 
quired to continue the policy of “All 
the books under one roof,” then it is an 
entirely different matter. 

The Providence Public Library in 
1926 filled the last open storage area in 
the central building with shelving, and 
the Trustees were reminded that at the 
customary rate of growth, beginning in 
1929, no books could be added unless an 
equal number was released. For about 
ten years, an extension to the main 
building to cost approximately $700,000 
had been discussed but no prospect of 
this relief was in sight. 

By a fortunate chance, relief came to 
the Library in an unexpected way. In 
looking about the southeastern section 
of the city to find more satisfactory 
quarters for a branch that occupied a 
rented store, the Associate Librarian 
found that a church organization which 
occupied a large brick structure in the 


neighborhood was about to close its af- 
fairs because of the changing character 
of the community. Briefly told, the 
building (77 feet long, 50 feet high, with 
a frontage of 48 feet) was finally pur- 
chased for $16,000. The steeple was 
removed ; a gypsum roof, supported by 
steel trusses and columns running to the 
foundation was installed; the ceiling of 
the main floor was replaced by concrete 
and steel; and wire glass windows in 
steel frames took the place of the eccle- 
siastical colored glass. 

The first floor, at street level, became 
a branch library with space for 8,000 
books, accommodations for 60 readers, 
a staff rest room and other facilities. 
The former auditorium above—a great, 
well-lighted, fire-proof vault, became the 
shell of a book stack. In it has been in- 
stalled the first level of a steel book stack 
having a capacity of 75,000 volumes. 
There is room for three additional levels 
making the ultimate capacity 300,000 
volumes. 

The total cost of the site, building, 
reconstruction and equipment for branch 
purposes, and for the first level of the 
stack was just under $67,500, not a 
large sum for “converting” a decadent 
church to useful community purposes. 

If the cost of shelving a book in this 
stack storage building is compared with 
the cost of shelving in the proposed 
stack extension to the Central Library, 
it is found that the former amounts to 
about ten cents per volume, and the 
latter approximately $1.00 per volume. 
As to the expense of transporting and 
handling books stored at arm’s length, 
this is considerably less than the differ- 
ence in maintenance costs of these two 
stack structures.—Abstract of an ad- 
dress by Clarence B. Sherman, at the 
Washington Conference. 
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BY ISADORE GILBERT MUDGE 


Reference Librarian, Columbia University 


HE standard guide to reference books revised 


and enlarged. More than 20,000 copies of the 
previous editions sold. 


A complete revision describing nearly 3,000 stand- 
ard books of reference and with full index which 
discloses material on topics of general interest to 
which there is often no clue. Covers all subjects list- 
ing works in many languages other than English. 
Divided and arranged in accordance with the Decimal 
Classification. 


Designed (1) as a textbook for the student begin- 
ning a systematic study of reference books and (2) 
to furnish a reference manual to the library assistant 
or research worker. Useful also as a buying guide. 
Indispensable in any well organized reference 
department. 


382 p. Cloth $4; interleaved edition, $4.50. 
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